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SBA Elections Next Week
Elections
for - first
year
section
representatives
to the Student Bar
Association (SBA) will be held Tuesday,
September 27. The balloting will take
place during classes, according to Howard
Gross, SBA President.

Each year in the fall, first year section
representatives are elected to serve on the
SBA. There will be one person elected
from each of the four day sections and one
person elected to represent first year night
students. Terms of office will run from

time of election until February 1984 when
the general SBA election is held to select
the next president, vice president and
upper-level representatives.
Each first year section representative
willbe required to provide at least two

Legislative
Veto Rule
Debated
by

Sitting in the SBA office during office
hours, a representative has to field any
problem that comes up. "We get phone
calls from all over the University asking
questions about the National Law Center,"
he said. "We get students coning in with
complaints about their lockers, and asking
other things, such as why there is no real
student lounge in the law school."

Ron Hutchison

"Decision alters balance of power in
government." .
"Congress' hard-won gains of a decade
wiped-out. "
"The door is open to government by the
tyranny of the bureaucracy."
These were but a few of the charged
comments and headlines caused by the
Supereme Court's controversial and farreaching decision in tN.S. v. Chadha, 103
S. Ct. 2764 (1983), in which the legislativeveto power of Congress over the executive
branch
was
struck
down
as
unconstitutional. By placing a legislativeveto provision in a law, Congress was able
to overrule an executive branch act under
that law by a simple vote of one or both
houses. Without actually passing a bill for
the president's signature or veto. The
Supreme Court found thai such a
legislative-veto
provision violated the
bicameral and presentment clauses of
Article I of the Constitution.
The Court's 7-2decision in Chadha which
is being referred to as one of the most
important decisions in the Courts, history,
jeopardized the validity of over 200federal
laws which contain a legislative-veto
provision. Whether the legislative-vetos
will be considered severable from these
laws or will invalidate these laws remains
to be determined. The decision casts doubt
on the validity of such laws as the War
Powers Resolution of H173 (most recently
at issue in the escalating
Lebanon
hostilities), the Department of Defense
Appropriation Authorization Act of 1974,
the International Security Assistance Act
of 1977and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Act of 1!r78.
Recently, the John Jay chapter of Phi
Alpha Delta Law Fraternity sponsored a

office hours per week at the SBA office, 104
, Stuart Hall. Gross stressed that two hours
. per week was a minimum, and that first
year students
planning to run for
representative should anticipate spending
even more time doing a variety of SBArelated activities.
Gross said the SBA provides a wide
variety of services for students, from
overseeing locker rental in the fall to
planning social events to seating students
on various
National
Law Center
committees.
Charlie Starrs, a second year SBA
representative,
said the job of a
representative is very broad. __ .. co::-

Representatives also attend bi-weekly
SBA meetings and express section concern
to the SBA administration, Starrs said.
Representatives should then report back
to their sections about the meeting.
"A section rep should, basically, beat
the drum for his or her section to the SBA,
and in turn, beat the drum for the SBA to
his or her section," Starrs said.
Nominations for the positions of first
. year section representatives
must. be
submitted to the SBA office by today. All
candidates must be self-nominated.

Left to Right: Ted Olson, EUzabeth Culbreth, Peter Rusthoven, Eric Hutson, Mort
Rosenberg, Prof. Peter Raven-Hansen, and Prof. C. Thomas Dienes.
panel discussion to analyze the Chada
decision and its impact. The discussion as
entitled "The Legislative-Veto Decision:
Constitutional
Restraint
or Judicial
Irresponsbility?" Panelists included Ted
Olsen, Assistant Attorney General, Office
of Legal Counsel, Department of Justice;
Liz Culbreth, Attorney, Senate Counsel's
Office; Peter Rusthoven, Deputy Counsel
to the President of United States; Mort
Rosenberg, senior attorney from the
American
Law
Division
of
the
Congressional
Research Service, and

Professor Peter Raven-Hansen
of the
National Law Center. Professor Tom
Dienes, of the law school, moderated the
discussion;
Olsen,
the top official in charge of
formulating
the Justice Department's
position on the legislative-veto, defended
the decision, stating,
"I don't think
Congress lost any power that they
constitutionally should have had or were
exercising anyway." Olsen added that
to page 2

The present elected staff of the SBA is the
following:
Howard Gross, PresidentTony Targan, Vice President
Tara Brazee, Night Vice President
Second Year Representatives:
Collins Pettaway, Kent Murphy, Charlie
Starrs, and Steve Koppel.
Third Year Representatives
Tina Steck, Mike Dolan, John Watt, and
Tom Conners.

Party!
The Student Bar Association will be
holding its first party of the school year on
Saturday, October 8th beginning at 10p.m,
in the Marvin Center Ballroom. The party
is free, and will feature free beer, soda,
andmunchies for all. An insider at the
SBA has reported that after intense infighting, the decision was made to hire a
local pop-rock band to perform. '
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Enrichment Program

Columnist Kraft to Speak at NLC
administrations.
The program is open to', the Law
Center's faculty and students.

The Speaker Series at George
Washington University will present
Joseph Kraft, nationally syndicated
columnist for The New York Times, at
4:15 p.m, Sept. 28 in the National Law
Center. Kraft's lecture will be followed
by a question and answer session.
Kraft is considered one of the top
journalists
in the country,
an
evaluation with which he agrees.
"I think I'm good, and I think the
reason I'm good is that I think hard and
I work hard. I'm the hardest working
columnist I know," he said,

Speaker Series Schedule
Sept.

28

Joseph

Kraft,

syndicated

columnist
Oct. 11 Barbara
Allen Babcock,
professor ci. law, Stanford Law School
Oct. 26, Harold Greene, U.S. District
Court Judge for the District
of
Columbia
Nov. 15 Gladys Kessler, Superior Court
Judge for the District of Columbia and
president of the National Association of
Women Judges
Jan. 17 Duncan Kennedy, professor of
law, Harvard Law School
. Feb. 16William H. Webster, director of
the FBI
March 1 Antonin Scalia, U.S. Court of
Appeals Judge for the District of
Columbia circuit
March '14 Eugene' Rotberg,
vice
president and treasurer of The World
Bank
'
April 5 Carl McGowan, U.S. Court of
Appeals Judge for the District of
Columbia circuit

K

raft began as an editorial writer
with the Washington Post in 1950. In
1957he turned to free-lancing and won
an award for his coverage of the
Algerian Civil War a year later. He has
written for several magazines including The New Yorker and the
Atlantic Monthly and was a speech .
writer for President John Kennedy.
Kraft's columns have discussed some
ci. this country's major events in the
past 20 years including the Vietnam
War, Watergate, the Pentagon Papers,
which he described as the non-event of
the year," as well as the economic and
public policies of the current and past

Leg Veto discussed
from 1
Congress had used the legislative-veto as a
subliminal
excuse
to
delegate
extraordinarily
broad powers to the
executive branch. "The hard political
choices were left to the executive branch
and independent agencies," Olsen stated,
"thus Congress was in a position of being
able to criticize these choices without ever
having to vote on them in the form of a
bill."
Also defending the decision, Rusthoven,
representing the White House perspective,
- stated, "The country is probably in a little
better shape in terms of the preservation
of the system, designed 200years ago, as to
how we would pass laws in this country."
Rusthoven added that "every president
since Herbert Hoover has expressed the
view that the legislative-veto is bad either

on policy or constitutional grounds, or
both."
Rosenberg, who conducted a briefing for
members of Congress on the impact of the
_ decision,
was an advocate
of the
legislative-veto.
"Congress was not that
uncareful in the past in legislating," he
stated,
"the kids of things it was
legislating about and the nature of the
process itself made it extremely difficult
to write the kind of specific statues, that
were necessary."
By way of analogy, Rosenburg cited
Executive Order 12291, which, he said,
"gives the Office of Management and
Budget veto-power over all executive
branch agencies." Executive Order 12291
signed by President Reagan on February
17, 1981 and still in effect, requires
administr!.tive agencies to provide OMB

Bell Chimes
Views on
Education
by Debra Kalmore

On Labor Day, at this year's Opening
Convocation,
at George Washington
University Secretary of Education Terrei
H. Bell addressed
the direction
of
education in the United States. The guest
speaker
praised George Washington
University for its past performance in
education and asked that this university
lead in promoting the goals of the future.
Mr. Bell recalled our country's first
president's wish, to create a national
university so that scholars from this
country would not need to go abroad to
pursue their studies. Bell lauded this
university which he said, not only bears
George Washington's name, but also
carries out his dream. The school provides
a solid education for Americans and for
students from all over the world.
Columnist Joseph Kraft
Mr. Bell also alluded to several of the
All programs
except foc Judge
comments set forth in the recent report by
McGowan's April 5 lecture will start at
the national commission that studied
4:15 p.rn.at the National Law Center,
American education. Attracting superior
720 20th Street, N.W. The April 5 lecture
students to the teaching profession and
will begin at 4:15 p.m. in the Manuel F.
competently training them is essential to
Cohen Memorial Lounge on the third
imparting knowledge in the future, he
floor Marvin Center, 800 21st St., N.W.
said. Bell spoke of the desire to create a
"learning
society,"
in which every
individual has the opportunity to expand
his or her mind to the fullest capacity. This
was the main focus of his speech, and he
with a cost-benefit analysis whenever a . ' . maintained that the citizens of this country
"major rule" is enacted. The order states
can never be overeducated.
that the "net benefits must exceed the net
Bell stressed the significarice of the
costs" in order for a rule to be enacted.
liberal arts education. He even suggested
"Executive Order 12291is defended on a'
at one point that graduate schools include
constitutional theory that, in my view,"
liberal arts in their programs. Perhaps
Rosenberg stated, "is no less shaky than
there is a preoccupation with professional
the Congress' in defending the legilsativecourses at the many levels of education, he
veto."
said. But knowledge itself has a special
allure. The aquisition of all kinds of
knowledge will fortify the "learning
society," Bell concluded.
Rosenberg
added that the legislativeveto was utilized as a tool in building the
modern administrative
state and that
without it a void is created. "The void that
has been left by the case is not going to be
easily filled," he stated, "there are no'
quick fixes or across-the-board solutions."
Culberth, who was instrumental
in
preparing
the Senate's amicus brief
submitted in the Chadha case in support of
the
legislative-veto,
outlined
the
Congressional alternatives for reviewing
executive branch and independent agency
action. She, too, stated that there were no
immediate solutions but that 'Congress
could institute a variety of alternate
mechanisms: report and wait provisions
which require agencies to, report their
actions to Congress and then:wait hefore
proceeding;
joint resolutions
to the
President
indicating
Congressional
disapproval
of an
executive
or
independent agency action; procedures to
expedite the legislative process; sunset
provisions in enabling statues; riders to
appropriation
bills, and Congressional
oversight hearings.
..
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Now we can detect a breast
cancer smaller than this dot.
At such an early stage, your chances of living a
long, healthy life are excellent. But we need
your help, The only proven way to detect a
cancer this small is with a mammogram. A
mammogram
is a low-radiation x-ray of the
breast capable of detecting a cancer long
before a lump can be felt. If you're over 50, a
mammogram is recommendedevery
year, If
you're between 40 and 50, or have a family
history of breast cancer, consult your doctor.
In addition, of course, continue your regular
self-examinations,
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In concluding the discussion, Professor
Raven-Hansen offered empirical evidence
which illustrated the fact that, although
the legislative-veto was written into many
laws, it was rarely acted upon by
Congress. Raven-Hansen stated that the
legislative-veto had almost become boilerplate language and was often included by
Congress without the 'intention of ever
having to utilize it.

2013 G StreetN.W.
Washington, D.C.
20052

Advice to 1L's:
Good Grades Aren't Everything
by Steve Young

I think you will be pleased to know that
this is the last orientation lecture that you
will have on how to survive your first year
at law school. As a "worldly" upper level
student, I am supposed to give you the
definitive word on what law school is
"really" like. During the past few weeks I
have been mulling over how to explain law
school to someone who has not yet
experienced it.
I could tell you that law school is a barrel
of laughs and that you will have the time of
your life while you are here, but somehow I
do not think that you will believe me. I
could tell you that law school is a living
nightmare and that you will dread every
minute of it; but we can't have you quitting
when you have just begun. Icould tell you
that law school is $8,000 a year with a free
meal thrown in at the beginning, but that's
a depressing realization that I need not
dwell on.
Perhaps the best way to figure out what
law school is all about, and more
specifically, what it will mean to you, is to
reminisce on what has brought you here,
and try to predict how you will graduate
with a reasonable fascimile of your former
self still intact.

In this first Dean's column I am going to
try to answer some commonly asked
questions about the new law school we see
emerging all around us.
- WHEN IS THE NEW CLASSROOM
BUILDING GOING TO BE READY?
Soon.
HOW SOON IS SOON?
How about the first day of classes next
semester?
We should, according to
everything we have been told, be holding
classes in the new classroom buildings for
our spring semester,January,
'1984,
classes. This new building which is now
rising from the ground where Bacon Hall
once stood wiIl be our main teaching
facility. It will house the Jacob Burns
Moot Courtroom on the first floor.
It
comprises
large classrooms
in the"
amphitheatre style, well-lighted smaller
classrooms, and the' Jacob Burns Moot
Courtroom on the first floor.
WHEN WILL THE NEW LAW
LIBRARY
ADDITION
BE
OPERATIONAL?
The law library addition to the south
should be finished by January, 1984. The
new library will not just house library
facilities.
On the top floors of the new
library there will be suites for the offices of
Career
Development,
Admissions,
Development, and Law Alumni. There
will be a faculty lounge on the top floor of
the Burns addition to the library which will
open to a large patio where we can have
student receptions for speakers in ..the
Enrichment Program.
-When
the addition to the Jacob Burns
Law Library is" finished, our library
facili ties will be doubled in size. We will be
able to seat two-thirds of our students
during the day atany one time. This wiIl
_be the first time in the history of the school

First,
think" about where you have
been during your last sixteen years of
education. From nursery school on up the
workload and the pressure have steadily
increased ..f,l1~another way, how many of
us :>tilrplay;~gin>the
morr~ng and then

there has been an element of fear that
follows us as we aspire to new levels of
achievement.
There are always those
nagging question: Am I good enough? Will
I able to keep up with my new peers? And
most importantly, will I be a success at
what I am doing?
I recaIl asking myself these questions
when I was a first year law student and
fearing the answers more than anytime in
my life. And today, I still don't have the
answers. But having survived my first
year at law school I am less apprehensive
of what the answers will be. Before I
entered law school I had in a very real
sense been brainwashed. Brainwashed by
the media with its "Paper Chase" serial,
.and by my friends with their own horror
stories of law school. But as the old tried
and true cliche goes, "The only thing. to
fear is fear itself."

Steve Young -have our milk" and cookies in the
afternoon? As we have have all matured,

that this has been so. The new library will
have a computer capability that will be the
peer in legal research capacity of any of the largest law firms in the country.
Indeed, the entire
facility will be
technologically up-to-date. Professor Don
Rothschild, Chairman of the Space Needs
Committee, devoted himself to insuring
that our new facility will not only be
suitable for the twentieth century but for
the twenty-first century as well. He has
brought to this task as Chairman,
imagination and a quest for quality.
HOW WILL CONSTRUCTION AFFECT
THE LIBRARY THIS SEMESTER?
Professor Head, our Law Librarian, and
her staff wiIl be providing a full service
law library this fall.
Obviously, with
construction taking place we will need to
ask for your cooperation. In October, we
expect to have both elevators in the Burns
Library operational.
THE PRESENT
JACOB. BURNS
LIBRARY
ALSO
WILL
BE
REMODELED. WHAT CHANGES WILL
IT BRING?
The third floor of the present Jacob
Burns Library will have an entire floor
devoted to student activities.
This floor
will house the Law Review, the Journal of
International Law and Economics, the
Student Bar Association, the Moot Court,
BALSA, LA RAZA,·and the International
Law Society. Remodeling of the present
Burns Library will make these facilities
available by October, 1984.
WHAT IS THE NEXT STEP IN THE
CONSTRUCTION
.SClIEDULE
AFTER THE NEW NORTH AND SOUTH
BUILDINGS ARE DELIVERED TO US
BY THE CONTRACTOR?
The contractor then will commence'

You need not fear whether you are good
enough, or whether you can make the
grade, you wouldn't be here if it were
otherwise. But there is something for you
to ponder, maybe even fear. There is a
very good chance
that the person
struggling through his or her first year of
law school will have very little in common
with the person who receives that J.D. in

operations on the first and second floors of
Stockton Hall. There will be substantial
remodeling of Stockton Hall. In order to
make all the buildings of the National Law
Center an integral whole, the main reading
room of. the library will extend through
three buildings, the Burns addition, the
Burns Law Library, and what is now the
second floor of Stockton Hall.
HOW WILL STOCKTON HALL LOOK
AFTER IT IS REMODELED?

On

the main floor of Stockton Hall there
will be student support services, such as
financial aid and records.
But the'
principal feature will be two large and
well-furnished student lounges which will
face the yard. In addition, there will be a
student lounge in the Burns Law Library.
The ground floor of Stockton Hall will
house all of our many legal clinics:
Consumer
H-E-L-P;
Immigration;
Bankruptcy; and the Community Legal
Aid Clinic. The new facility will have
interviewing rooms for the clients where
the law students and the clinical faculty
will be able to provide a confidential and .
supportive environment for their clients.
There will be conference rooms. for
the clinical staff and offices for all of the
clinical faculty. Furthermore,
the case
files of our clinic will be entirely
computerized.
WHAT GOAL WAS THIS BUILDING
PROGRAM DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE?
One goal has been to provide enough
space for our students so that they can
comfortably spend as much time in the law
school as they choose. It has been our aim
to provide both comfortable student lounge
space and meaningful student study space
in the library.
Another goal of the building program
has been to provide visual continuity for .

three years: You are not here because you
are some average Jane or Joe off the
street who happened to scrape up the
finances to afford the tution. You are here
because you are different from the rest of
the crowd. Everyone of you are achievers,
if not overachievers, and in a world of
mediocrity that makes you unique. But the
belief in your abilities that has carried you
this far, is today threatened more than
ever.
In a sense, your first year in law school
is a microcosm of Aludous Huxley's Brave
New World. AIl of you are taking the exact
same classes, reading the exact same
outlines, and even going to the same
parties. The entering class consisted of
over 400 unique individuals,in a matter of
months this very same class could
resemble the human clones of Huxley's
Brave '. New World;
over 400 people
competing for the same grades, the same
- books, the same jobs, and yes-even· the
same identity. Not true you say? Ever
notice how you can hear a pin drop after
the professor walks into the room? Why
are 80 people staring
blankly
(or
hysterically) into their books? SmeIl the
scent of nervous sweat in the air? Boy
wouldn't it be nice to just kind of blend in
w~th the rest of a the crowd right now?
to page 8

the Najional Law Center. This goal is
reflected in the brick work and the basic
design of the facilities. Internal continuity
also will be present since all four buildings
of the hew Law center will function as a
single unit. In this sense, the main reading
room which runs through three of the four
buildings will be the living heart of the
entire facility.
There will, be some inconveniences as
construction proceeds. Some we have not
anticipated.
Others cannot be avoided.
But soon we can all look to full enjoyment
of the entire facility. We had tremendous
cooperation from last year's senior class.
They, unlike you, were not themselves
going to be using the new facility,
although, like you, they are already proud
of it A phased construction program is
difficult. It places a great burden on all of '
us. The difficult logistical maneuvers we
.' have already made, and have yet to make,
could not have been accomplished without
the administrative skill, energy, and just
plain concern of Associate Dean Ed Potts.
This is an exciting period in the history
of The George Washington University
National Law Center. It is also a difficult
period for faculty, staff, and students -.
Anyone who has put on an addition to an
existing house while living in it and who is
willing to multiply those problems by a
factor of, perhaps, 1,800 (the total
population of the National Law Center
community), will have some idea' of he
magnitude of the problem.
Yet, the
students, faculty, and staff have been
extremely understanding. All of us in the
administration
deeply appreciate
your
cooperation.
.
Jerome A. Barron

PAGE 4,' THE ADVOCATE,;SE~TEMBER

23,4983,

NATIONAL LAW

The third 0001"o~the nb~y remains the best place to go for Ubrary lDformatJaa.

Placement Office personnel 81ft through tb
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Students take a "tea break" in the coffee lounge.
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Outlook

by Charles Starrs

A belated "hello" to the incoming class of 1986 at the National Law Center, and a
''welcome back" to those of you returning for yet another year.
The 1983-84 school year at the NLC promises to be an exciting one. All anxiously await
the completion of the new buildings. As Dean Barron has announced, we may be moving
into the classroom building as early as January 1984. That is approximately six months
ahead of schedule.
In the meanwhile, the construction continues to be a real discomfort for everyone.
Construction workers pounding hammers in the elevator shafts of the law library often
frazzle the nerves of those trying earnestly to read their casebooks. And finding a book in
the stacksthese days makes one wonder if the research and writing classes shouldn't be
teaching map reading as well as the other basic skills.
_
But the construction-related problems will end. We only need to remain patient.
.
An inherent problem at the NLC appears to be that first year students are preoccupied
with trying to stay in law school, while at the same time, seco~d and third year stude~ts
are preoccupied with trying to get out. An unfertunate result IS that we tend to lose interest in most everything else.
There are, however, many concerns at the NLC which should be addre~
and
resolved. A disinterested attitude or a failure to even notice the problems won t make
them go away.
.
Below is a brief list of some of the concerns we have about the NLC. The list is not
meant to be exhaustive, only illustrative.
"
We hope candidates for first year section representatives to the SBA, as well as the
SBA administration, will consider these issues as theY assess and plan their roles at the
NLC this fall. •

Grade

Disparity

The voluntary grading guidelines in effect at the NLC have not equalized grading
between first year sections.
The legal industry places incredibly great importance on grades. Anyone involved in
the fall interviewing process can bear witness to that. If you don't have the grades, you
are not in the running for the job.
. .
This tmderscores the importance of developing and maintaining as fair and accurate a
grading procedure as possible. However, as first year students will come to know, our
procedure is not that. Each year there is a gradepoint imbalance between sections. An
important determinant in your future, in your ability to get the job you want, therefore,
becomes the first letter of your last name.
The grade disparity committee will meet with the faculty in November, according to
Dean Schwartz. Student input is essential.

Minority

Enrollment

Look around you. See many blacks? Many Hispanics? There is a real need to continue
to work towards increasing nimority enrollment. The SBA has a committee to study the
problem. They should be urged to follow through with the project.

Job Placement
We laud the Career Development Office (CDO)'.in its efforts to set up a regional job .
interviewing program. We think it essential to the building of a placement program that
will serve all students; not just those who are a t the top of the class.
We hope Dean Jenkins and the CDO will continue to develop other means of. improving
placement, such as further developing alumni networks, and we urge firs t year students
to visit the CDO early in the year to learn what it has to offer.

Student Government'
The SBA has a number of committees that are designed to investigate and attempt to
resolve problems facing law students. Sexual harassment,
student grievance
procedures, grade disparity, minority enrollment, and many other topics of concern to
students are the subjects of the SBA committees. Students should monitor the progress
<i these committees, for it is through them that peogress will ~ made.

The National Law Center chapter of the
Equal Justice Foundation, ,(E,JF)will: be
holding an informational ..•.meeting' on
Tuesday, September 27th in Stockton Hall.
The National· Office Director will be
a ttending the meeting. You should plan to
be there, too.
EJF is a professional organization. Its
focus is on professional responsibility.
More particularly, EJF is an organization
committed to ensuring that lawyers and
law students fulfill their responsibility to

What PAD Offers
by Alana Gayle

Why should you join PAD? The services
PAD provides for you and the law school is
one good reason.
Since early this summer, the officers of
the John Jay Chapter of Phi Alpha Delta
Law Fraternity have been busy planning
activities for students and faculty. The
organization's first activity was a summer
party given in Falls Church, Virginia
during
July.
P AD chapters
from
American, Catholic, Georgetown, Howard,
University of Maryland and University of
Baltimore
were
invited.
All those
attending had a fun time.
The second activity for the school year
was an " Anxiety Breaker"
held the
Thursday before classes began. Over two
hundred, mostly first-year students mixed
informally on the quad over beer and
munchies. It was a wonderful opportunity
for everyone, both new and returning, to
blow off a little steam and to get
acquainted.
The first week of classes was busy for
everyone. For first-year students, PAD
conducted
a "Surving
Week One"
'session. Both an afternoon and evening
session was held. Over four hundred
"First
Year Survival" packets were
handed out at these sessions. The packets
included information about the Library of
Congress, the Supreme Court, Metro,
sightseeing in Washington, and apartment
shopping. Also in the packet was a hardcover book, donated by the Federal Bar'
/ Association, titled Equal Justice Under
Law, which outlines the history of the ,
Supreme Court. Handouts prepared by the
Jay chapter on how to brief a case, the

,
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We also hope that the SBA plans more parties. Even a couple of half barrels in Stuart
Lounge every othe~ Friday or so would be nice.

first-year curriculum, and restaurants,
and bars in the area were also included in
the packets.
/. The second week of clases saw the
return of Professor Max Pock's everpopular "How to Study for Contracts and
EverytingElse" session. This session was
also held for both day and evening
students. Copies of "How to Survive the
First Year of Law School" as well as a
handout prepared by Professor Pock were
distributed to the overflow crowd which
packed Room 101 of Stockton Hall for both
sessions.
All throughout the first two weeks of
classes, PAD membersmaned a table in
the lobby of Stockton. Information about
the fraternity and membersip applications
were distributed along with the sale of tshirts.
T-shirts imprinted
with the
university's
seal,
the
"National
Construction
Center"
logo, and the
fraternity's seal were sold in a variety of
sizes and colors. The t-shirts proved to be a
big attraction and soon will be seen on
better bodies throughout the law center.
Another. PAD activity, which was of
particular interest to second, third, and
graduate students, was a panel discussion on the legislative-veto decision held on
Wednesday, August 31. The panel, which
was moderated by Professor C. Thomas
Dienes, included Professor Peter RavenHansen
of the
law
school
and
representtives from the White House,the
Senate, the Department of Justice and the
Congressional Research Service. .
OnSepember 1, PAD held mixers during
to page 7
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Com m un Ication
The only real vehicle for communication to the student body , besides posters and mass
maj)jngs, is The Advocate. Unfortunately, it takes considerable effort to publish on a
regular schedule, and spare time to a law student is understandably hard to come by.
But if the NLC is to have a paper,'Yhere concerns can be voiced, information can be
disseminated, and events can be recorded, it will take the efforts of all. The Advocate is
your newspaper. Use it; write for it; disagree with it <typed, double-spaced); work on
JrO(iuctiOl1;advertise in it; but most of all, don't let it die due to lack of interest. Fill out
. the form on the opposite page and drop it in campus mail or at the The Advocate office,
B-05B Stuart Hall. .
It is hoped that this Ust of concerns about the NLCwill stimulate some discussion. We
all know that our stays here at the NLC will end within the next few years. However,
there is no re~n why we can't try to leave things better than we found them, .

advance the equitable distribution of legal
resources, EJF strives towards this goal
by attempting to directly provide typically
under-represented
individuals
and
groups with fair access to our legal
system. All professionals, especially first
year
students, with a sense
of'
responsibility are encouraged to attend
our meeting and to become active in the
organization.
The EJF Executive Board members for
this fall are Steve Katz, Andrea Migdal,
Charles Starrs, Lucy Grantham, and Rob
Schoffield. Please feel free to ask any of us
any questions you may have about EJF.

The Advoc'ate is published by the law students of the National Law Center at
George Washington University. Its offices are located in B-05B Stuart Hall, 2013 G
Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20052. Telephone 676-7325.
The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors, and do not necessarily
represent those of. The Advocate, the National.Law Center, or George Washington
University.
.
The Advocate will consider fer publication all articles, letters, and cartoon submitted. Letters must be signed to be considered.

~

~

THE' AOVOOKTEt SEPTEMBER

,

by Anthony

Targan

Webster's defines "phobia" as an "Irrational persistent fear or dread." Everyone has
something that frightens them just a little bit more than they can rationally justify, bad
childhood experiences notwithstanding. Perhaps, as law students, we have more to
fear .... Or rather, our fears become amplified and intensified by. the pressurized atmosphcN> we breathe in law school.
'
The following list will show you just how many things there are out there to be afraid
. of. If you're afraui t"llt reading this list will only ~\'e youmol"ethingsloworry
about,
then maybe you'd be octter off not reading it, because you Obviously suffer from'
"phobophobia" - the fear of l~ring. For those brave enough to proceed, I've selected
just a few law school-related phobias tro qet you started.
What law student does not have a fear of examinations - simply "examination
phobia." This phobia is commonly associated with "kakorrhaphiophobia" - the fear of
failure. Many of us show symptoms of "phonophohia" in class -the fear of speaking
aloud. Conversely, those with "onomatophObia" fear hearing certain words. (Call me
insane, but just the sound of the words "Res Ipsa Loquitor" on a cool autumn morning
sends shivers down my spine). My phavorite phobia, after Ilstening to the facetious
soliloquies of certain self-centered colleagues, is definitely "hellenophobia" - the fear of
cumbersome pseudoscientific terms.
/.'
'
By writing this article, I fmally overcome my own "graphophobia" - fear of writing
for the Advocate). This paper could really benefit from your personal contribution as
well. So come on, what are you ~fraid of?
Phobias
Condition

Fear of

air
" ......................•...............
aerophobia
anything new
,
kainophobia
bad men
;
pavor sceleris
blood
'
:
hematophobia
brain disease
;
;
meningitophobia
burglars .. '
scelerophobia
buried alive
:
taphephobia
cats
:
:
~
~iIurophob~
comet
.'
cometophobia
corpses
:
,
:. ,
:necrophobia crowds
~
:
demophobia
dawn
'. ; . . . . . .. . . . . ..
.
:'
eosophobia
dog
-;.
cynophobia
dolls
pediophobia
dust ..........•............
"
'.. ;
amathophobia
everything
panphobia
excrement
'
;
'
','
coprophobia
fish
.icthyophobia
fog
~
homichlophobia
frogs
batrachophobia
ghosts
,
; •................
phasmophobia
girls
parthenophobia
God
: theophobia
~~v!ty
;
'
b~rophob~a
Inflmty
:
,
apeirophobia
justice
'.'
'
dikephobia

Writers Needed
The Advocate is in need of writers. You needn't have had past experience
writing for a publication. Please fill out the focm below and drop it at the
Advocate office, B-05B Stuart Hall.
Name
Phone

--------------_.:...._..",..--".--,..;;,.,..",...~%.a ~?,7:~~
...'::., <:.
~

Area of Interest

"I:'!~<.J-:

>

_
_

_' _ I understand that writing for the Advocate may not get me an interview with
Covington & Burling, but I still want to say something to mycolleagues and
other people.
__ I just want to see my name in print. /
__ I'm only interested if I get a salary or course credit...
" .
'
__ I wish to get more involved in the study of law at GW than just going to class
and trying to get past exams.
__ I would like to try, to leave things in a better condition than I found them.
__ I want to help report the news about the NLC,
__ I figure it couldn't hurt my resume ..
I want to be sure I have a voice.
'
I want to design something other than a pleading or a memo and put it in
public print.
,
__ I know I'll never have an opportunity to do this sort of thing again.
_
I like to practice the First Amendment, just to be sure it still works.

=
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'5OM~-ttMtS \'"ilW
left .;
marriage
materialism
missiles
·money
:
open space
pain
pleasure
poverty
punishment
responsibility
ridicule
scabies
school
,'
self
sleep
.solitude
'
stealing
time
travel
void
work
,
writing

ate J\f)fI~ed;..

S~l1*td.alilS

','

,'

:
.
:

:

:

..;
,
;

'

,

'

:
;

:

'

;
;
:
~
:

levophobia
gamophobia
~ :hylephobia
ballistophobia
chrematophobia
agoraphobia
algophobia
hedonophobia
peniaphobia
poinephobia
hypengyophobia
categelophobia
scabiophobia
school phobia
autophobia
hyphophobia
eremophobia
kleptophobia
chronophobia
hodophobia
kenophobia
ponophobia
graphophobia

from 6

PAD Perfo,rms
'the afternoon and evening. Both were open
to all students,' day and night.
A reception for all first-year
day
students and their professors was given by
PAD on September 6. It was very well
attended by both faculty and students: A
reception for first-year evening students
and their professors was held the following
week on Wednesday evening.

On

Wednesday, September 21, the everpopular and witty Professor
Roger
Schchter spoke on the topic "Making
Partner: The Law Firm's Duty to be Fair
to Association.

On Wednesday September 28, both at
3:00 p.m. and 7:45 p.m., there will be a
general business meeting for returning
and prospective members. This is an
important
meeting
as
committee
assignments will be made. The meeting is
also' the last chance to joinP AD for the
fall.
The fall alumni party will be held
Friday,
September
30. This is an
opportunity for PAD members and soonto-be PAD members to mix informally
with PAD alumni from the Washington
area. This year there will also be present
students and alumni from other law
schools in the. country.
The following day, October 1, will be the

District Leadership Conference.
This all day strategy and planning
session is for all PAD executive officers
and those interested in becoming officers
in the Washington-Baltimore metropolitan
area.
FOllOWing the conference will be the
fall initiation at Georgetown University ..
This is a joint initiation with Georgetown,
Howard, American, Ca tholic and George
Washington Law Schools.
Many more activities are planned for
this year, including a casino night, a silent
auction, and the annual Congressional
Judiciary reception.
Please watch for the PAD membership
poster in Stockton Hall. Interested
students can take an application, fill it out,
and return it with a check for $45.00to the
P AD box in the Records Office on the first
floor of, Stocks ton. Also available in the
Records Office· will be copies of the
activities calendar, a list of committees
and duties, and the names and telephone
numbers of the executive' committee
members.
Service is just one reason why you
should become a member of PAD. There
are many more. If you have any questions
, .or would like further information, call the
Jay chapter Justice, Eric Hutson, at 5220845.

"
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Law School: Learning About Yourself
from 3
Hearing your name called is only half
as traumatic as uttering those first few
quaking syallables, and Lord forbid that
you disagree with the teacher, you could
be wrong, or even worse, embarrassed in
front of all your colleagues. But is it worth
not participating,
questioning,
and
challenging not only your teachers, but
your classmates as wem Do you really
figure that by hanging with the status quo
you can make something of all this in the
end?
In law school grades are considered
everything, and I do mean everything, you
see people agonizing not over law school
itself, but the grades associated with it.
Why is this? Because good grades lead to
good jobs. What is a good job? A job with a
large firm. Why is a job with a large firm
so good? Because they only hire people
with goodgrades. And the circle continues,
-until the circle is everything, with the 400
resumes inside virtually indistinguishable
except for grades.
Do not be fooled by the "grades are
everything mentality." Your opportunities
with a J.D. are potentially infinite. There
is public interest law; which ranges from
poverty law to environmental protection.
There
is legislative
drafting
and
legislative assistance. Create your own
firm, join a small firm, go into private
business, become a lobbyist, work on a
campaign,
become a teacher, or a
researcher or a writer, or President! The

jobs I have just mentioned do not depend
solely on your grades. Rather,
the
qualities required will center on your
experience, enthusiasm, and dedication to
a given field ..Grades are only one part of
the personal resume that employers will.
be looking at. It is very important that
potential
employers
see that your
enthusiasm and self-eonfidence .has not
dwindled in law school, but has grown. Do
what you want to do, live up to your own
expectations, not somebody else's.
While it is true that all of you may soon
think and talk like lawyers, that does not
mean you cannot think about other things.
Continue to pursue your outside interests.
If you are politically inclined, you should
be in heaven in Washington. If you read,
keep on. reading. If you write, keep on
writing. If you .worked in student
government join the SBA. Even if you
didn't work in student government join the
SBA! Don't let law school become allinclusive, if you do the law will become
.boring and so will you.
Your first year of law school will be an
unforgettable experience. You will grow
and change more than anytime during
your life. You may be hesitant at first
because its all so new and there seem to be
so many smart people all around you. But
this is not time to hold back, not after all
,.the time you put in to get here. Don't only
argue about the law with your classmates,
argue with your teachers also. They are

Calendar

•

teaching
because
they enjoy
the
interaction. But you must provide half of
that interaction. While you will be going to
the same classes and reading the same
books, the law is that you make it. If you
utilize the individual talents that have
brought you this far, you will be able to do
incredible things with the intellectual tools
that law school will provide you with.
There is no telling where the next three
years will lead you, there are no sure
answers. The important thing is to keep
asking yourself questions, to keep on
pushing yourself, and most importantly,
believing in yourself. What is law school? .
Law school is you-welcome to it.
Postscript-The,
author a former SBA
president.
originally gave the above

speech at the brunch for the then-entering
class of 1985. He is now a third year
student, and wishes to note that he would
have done well to followhis own advise.
You're not likely to notice him because
he's running around in a dark suit with the
rest of Huxley's characters. He, like many
of his classmates have a lot of questions
that have not yet been adequately
answered. Specifically, their future role in
upholding, and indeed, creating justice.
This is particularly troubling for those
(author included) who wore shirts such as
"The Moral Majority is Neither" during
first year, and now have found that the
monetary majority has convinced them to
leavebehind their days among the liberal,
immoral minority.

I

Monday, September 26: Signup deadline for "Master Swim," 6:3O-SpmT Th, Smith

Center
Wednesday, September 28: Joseph Kraft, 4: 15pm, 101Stockton Hall
Wednesday, September 28: PAD General Meeting, spm & 7pm, Stockton Hall
Friday, September 30: Fall Alumni Party for pAD members & those joining PAD (time
and place t.b.a.)
. Saturday, October 1: PAD Fall initiation and reception (time and place t.b.a.)
Wednesday, October 5: Signup deadline for self-defense class 12-1pm,T,
Center
Saturday, October 8: SBA Party
Ballroom

for all law students topm-zam,

Th, Smith

Marvin Center

Advocate Classified
"lfentClassified space in The Advocate. The price
per ~olumn inch (about 6 lines of type) is $3.50
in advance or $4.00 with. billing. All classified
should be sent to:

I plan on living a long and healthy life, so I
get regularcancer checkups. You should
too. Contact your local ACS office for a free
pamphlet on our new cancer checkup
guideline. Because if you're like me,
you want to live long enough to do it all.

The Advocate,
B-05B Stuart Hall 2013 G. St.NW

American Cancer Society

. Washington, D.C.
THIS SPACE CONTF!IBU.T~D

AS A PUBLIC

SERy'CE.
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